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          March 15, 2018 

 

Dear Cordova Gardens Families: 

 

Once again, we are ready to begin our state testing.  At Cordova Gardens we will be administering 

Smarter Balanced assessments to students in grades 3-6, and the CA-Alt to designated students in 

accordance with individualized educational programs in grades 3-6.  Our testing window is from 

April 2 – May 3, 2018.  The Smarter Balanced assessment (SBAC) is administered electronically in 

the subject areas of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and math.  Fifth graders will also take an 

electronically administered science test.  Our students use chrome books and headphones in their own 

classrooms to take the test.  Each grade and class have different testing days and your student’s 

teacher will send home your specific schedule.   

 

At Cordova Gardens, our goal is to support every student in doing his/her best on the test so that 

he/she shows all the information learned this school year.  This year our supports include: 

 PTA will provide nutritious snacks to every student testing.   

 In addition to the healthy treat, students will receive a fun treat that is related to the theme of 

the day.  For example, for a theme of “Be a smartie on the test”, each student would receive a 

treat of Smartie candies.   

 Each teacher has a “star chart” for every student.  As the students test, the teacher will 

recognize focused effort with a star.  When the testing session is complete, all students with a 

full star chart will receive a small school supply testing token for their hard work. 

 As I visit classes during testing, I will note students making a dedicated effort.  Those 

students will be acknowledged by me on a daily basis and will be acknowledged with fun 

prizes and certificates.   

 As attendance is very important, we will track student attendance during testing.  Every 

student who is on time, and stays the entire day for each day of testing will participate in a 

fun activity at the close of the testing window.     

 Parents are asked to write a motivational card for their student’s desk for inspiration during 

testing 

We hope that these additional events will help make testing a fun time in which students learn to look 

forward to the opportunity to demonstrate their learning.   

 

During this time, I ask that you please do everything possible to schedule ALL appointments outside 

of the school day.  Additionally, I ask that you please make sure that your child/ren is/are at school on 

time and remain at school for the entire day.  It is very important that your child take this test during 

the regularly scheduled testing time.  Should an emergency occur and you need to pull your student 

from class, I will be called to personally escort your student to the office in accordance with testing 

protocols.  Calls to the classrooms during testing are not allowed.  Make-up tests are allowed, 

however, the testing environment will not be what your child has been accustomed to.  Most make up 

sessions are late in the afternoon.  These sessions are not always the best environment for your child 



to score optimally on these state tests.  If a child is late, and testing in his/her classroom has begun, 

your child will remain in an alternative placement until the class is finished with testing.  In this case, 

your student will make up the test on a make up day/time.  Please understand that during 

testing our classrooms will not be disturbed for any reason.   
Our daily assessment schedule begins at 8:30.  Students must be in their seats and ready to begin the 

assessment prior to 8:25.  Please be sure that your student gets plenty of sleep the night before the 

assessments.  Students should eat a good breakfast on the mornings of the tests.  Parents really play a 

huge role in how well their children do on state testing.  Your positive and encouraging support is 

crucial during this often stressful time.  Please encourage your student to take his/her time and work 

diligently.  The test is not timed and we will allow students to take all the time they wish.  We will 

even bring lunch to them if they wish to work through lunch time.  It is essential that no student be 

in possession of electronic devices during testing.  Strict adherence to district and site cell phone 

and electronic device policies will be required during SBAC/CA-Alt testing.  Students have been 

working hard to get ready for the test. I am confident they will score very well.  Please feel free to 

call me if you have any questions or concerns regarding the assessments.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Karen Redfield 

Principal 

Cordova Gardens Elementary School 

 


